27 First, second and third conditional

There are three main types of conditional sentences.

First conditional (or Type 1 conditional)

If I [see| Andrew at the meeting, I ['ll give| him your message.
present simple future simple |

To talk about something that is quite likely to happen in the future. It is very
possible that I will see Andrew at the meeting, in which case I’ll give him your
message. The condition is quite likely to be fulfilled.

Second conditional (or Type 2 conditional)

If my parents [were] alive, they |would be verj/ proud of me now.
| [they’d]
past simple would + infinitive

&

To talk about a present situation which is impossible: a hypothetical situation.
The condition cannot be fulfilled because my parents are not alive.

If she [changed] her job, she {would be| much happier.
| [she’d]

To talk about a future event that is unlikely to happen. The speaker does not
expect her to change her job. That is, it is unlikely that the condition will be
fulfilled. -

Third conditional (or Type 3 conditional)

If she [had worked] harder, she {would have passed | the exams.
| [she’d have / she would’ve]
past perfect | would + perfect infinitive

To talk about something in the past that did not happen. She didn’t work harder
and she didn’t pass her exams. It is an unfulfilled condition in the past.

Notes

e In conditional sentences, the conditional clause can be the first or second clause in the
sentence, although it is more often the first clause. . |
When the conditional clause comes first, it is followed by a comma. When it comes second,

there is no comma.
If I get home early enough, I'll make a special dinner.
I'll make a special dinner if I get home early enough.

® The tense and verb forms given here are the ones most commonly used in conditional
sentences. However, it is possible to use other tenses and these variations are presented on
pages 85-86.
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27 The following sentences are first, second or third conditional. Put the verbs
“in brackets into the appropriate form.

1 We wanted to go out yesterday but the weather was terrible. If it

had been. (be) a nice day, we would_have.gone... (go) for a picnic.

iiiiiiiiiiiiii

2 Why don’t you explain everything to him? If you
: (not tell) him the truth, 'm sure

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

VOU ..eerveveeeersnmnnnnneessssnnnnneessssnnnnss A—— (regret) it one day.

3 Jennifer was here not long ago. If you
(come round) earlier, you

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

~
llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

~ haven’t got any spare time at all at the moment.

6 The government is expecting to win the next election, but if it
(lose), the Prime Minister

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

(resign) from politics.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

7 1 am so glad that you took me to your friend’s party. If we
(not go) there, 1

(never meet) Adrian.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

8 It’s ridiculous that trains are so expensive. If fares
(be) cheaper, I'm sure more people

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

(use) the train and leave their cars

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

at home
O T SHE evvvnreeneernerrnonerrerenesseiinenaensra s (get) that job she’s applied
10 ) 1 LIV R TP TP T OO PPRPPPPPPRPRPPTTITETILLELELILS (be) delighted. And I think

she’s got a good chance of getting it.
explosion took place at night when the streets were

(be) a disaster if it

~. 10 Fortunately the

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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11 The talks between the two leaders keep breaking down. If they

...................................................... (break down) again, it is possible
that theTe .o, eeens (be) a war between thé
two countries.

12 If Alison (know) anythingabout car

13 They’ve been married for twenty years now but I don’t think she
e eeer e e raaa e ..... (marry) him if she

........................ crtreerieaieeeeenaeees.. (KNOW) what a selfish man he was.

14 Children spend too much time watching television and playing computer

games. I'm sure they ... (be) happier if
LHOY sssmsusmmons sssmnos s s s ———- (spend) more time playing
outside

15 Jamie has everything he wants but he’s always moaning. I'm sure that if
(have) so much money, I

...................................................... (not moan) all the time.



Conditionals

28 Conditional sentences: variations in tenses

There are a number of variations in the tenses or verb forms that can be used in
conditional sentences.

First conditional

The if clause is usually in the present simple. However, we can also use:
present continuous, present perfect simple, present perfect continuous, can,
should:

If he’s still waiting for you, he’ll be Very angry.

It you’re coming out with us tonight, you’ll need to be ready by 7 o’clock.
If Rob’s received your letter, I’'m sure he’ll phone you today.

If it’s been raining in the night, you’ll have to ‘wear wellingtons.

It I can finish work early, I’ll come and help you. -

If I should see him, I'll tell him the good news.

Note: When we use if + should, the condition is less likely to be fulfilled.

The main clause usually has the verb in the future with will/shall.
However, we can also use: ‘be going to’ future, future continuous, future
perfect, imperative, can/could, may/might, should/ought to, must:

It Helen passes all her exams, we’re going to buy her a big present.

If we book this holiday, we’ll be lying on a warm beach in two weeks’ time.
If they win this next match, they’ll have won every match in the season.

If you need any help, call me.

If you phone me after 12 o’clock, I might be in bed.

I they don’t eat their dinner, they can’t have any ice-cream.

Second conditional .

The if clause is usually in the past simple. However, we tan also use the past
continuous, could, or were/was to: |

If you were coming with me, I’d give you a lift.
If I could have the day off, I'd come with you.
If you were to ask Steve, I'm sure he would do it.

The main clause usually has the modal would + infinitive. However, the
modals could and might are also used and the infinitive can be in the
continuous form;

\ If we had more money, we wouldn’t be living here.
If we had more money, we could go out more often.
It you asked Tony, he might do it for you.

g5
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Third conditional

The if clause is usually in the past perfect simple. However, we can also use
the past perfect continuous or could + perfect infinitive: T

If he had been travelling in that car, he would have been Killed too.
If we could have got a taxi, we would have come round to see you.

The main clause usually has the modal would + perfect infinitive.
However, we can also use the modals could and might before the perfect
infinitive:

If I had known there was no more work to do, I could have stayed in bed
1f the ambulance had come sooner, he might have been saved. '

The zero conditional

If I stay out late, I always get a taxi home.

present simple present simple
&

To describe something that is generally true. The use of if here is very snmlar
to when.

Each time 1 stay out late, I get a taxi home.

We can also use the past simple in the two clauses:
If I stayed out late, I always got a taxi home.

28 Put the verbs in brackets into the appropriate form.

1 Oh dear, I think we’re a bit late. If the concert’s already started, we
won't be allowed. (not be allowed) to go in.

2 He wouldn’t be coming here if he
e e——————————— (not want) to.

3 If you were planning to leave your husband, I
............................................................ (advise) you against it.

4 He could be earning lots of money now if he really
............................................................ (want) to, but I don’t think
that’s what he wants. '

5 You can stay here tonight if you ........ 54 R SRENES TS SAAE e s s
(not have) anywhere else to stay. | |

6 If I could have phoned You, I .....coociimmiiiirmmiiiiii s

~ (tell) you what was happening.

me a ring.
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8 IIYyOU .cooivviiiiiiiiiiiccciin e eeeee.. (g€1) here at about 8
o’clock, I'll be waiting for you.

9 We could have got there in time if YOU ...covviviviiiiiiiiiiie e
phone) us earlier.

10 If this should happen again, ........coccovivviviviniiiniiniiieeenennis (come) an

crerrere e eeeeeeenennnaes (1€11) e about it immediately.

11 You can’t expect kindness and support from your family if you

Cevasrasesiiernsresessnrsessnsnieneanesnsnnsnnenrenanenness (101 giVe) the same to them,
12 It:shie's been working a1l day, SHE .c.amemmmrmon smssssrmmemsonsumesasnss (be)
very tired when she gets in. -
13 If the management were to reinstate the strike leader, the strike
ST IS———————— o - F v Lo W
14 If I (keep) working on this
essay, I'll have finished it by tonight.
15 Tf T could DOITOW SOME MONEY, I ..vuivniiniineiiiiie et eee e eeeer e eaernereaeensens
(definitely coine) on the holiday-with'you, but I think it’s unlikely.
16 I might have been able to help you if you ...ccovevvvvvieniiniinnnnen,
veeveereeesennennen..s (€Xplain) the problem to me.

17 If I could live wherever I wanted tO, I thinK I ..oveeeneveiniieeeee e

(choose) to live on a Scottish island.

18 If they had been listening more carefully, they .....ccoccovvevirienerennnnnnn. o

'
L

cerrerirereeeneeeee.s (Might understand) what I was saying.
19 If T oot rce e sreessiee e, (DE) @ vear older, I could

join the army.

20 I T oot eeeeeeeenn. (8€1) @ pay rise, I'm going to

buy a new car.
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29 Mixed conditionals

In addition to all the tense variations that we can use in first, second and third
conditionals, it is also possible to mix conditionals so that, for example, the if
clause uses a verb form used in the first conditional and the main clause uses a
verb form used in the third conditional. The context defines the meaning.

The most common mixed conditional is:

3rd ' 2nd
if + past pertect would/could/might + infinitive

Examples of mixed conditionals

3rd 2nd
If I had worked harder at university, I would have a degree now.

1st 2nd
If you come to the party tomorrow, I wouldn’t bring Mike with you.

2nd 3rd

If she loved him, she would have stayed with him.
»

29 Match the clauses and write the mixed conditional sentences in your

- notebook.
1 If you had told me about - A he probably won’t be at the
this problem earlier, . meeting.

2 If you were a more
sensitive person,

B you could-always ring them up.

3 If they don’t contact C his wife would never have left

you soon, him.
4 If he hadn’t died D you wouldn’t have said that to her.
SO young,

5 If he didn’t work so E I would have had them by now.

hard all the time,

6 If the train hadn’t
been delayed, |

F everything would be all right now.

7 If he was feeling ill G would you hurry up and get ready?
this morning, |

8 If you’re coming with us, - H you wouldn’t be so busy this

_ month. f

9 If I really wanted to have I we would be there by now.
children, -

10If you had worked J I'm sure he’d be a famous
harder last month, musician by now.

Example: |

1F ~ If you had told me about this problem earlier, everything would be all

right now. | |
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30 Conditionals

As you have seen, it is possible to use almost any combination of tenses in
conditional sentences. The context determines the choice of tense.

30 Put the verbs in brackets into the appropriate form.

1 Harry and Sarah, a husband and wife, are talking.

H: Shall I make the children something to eat?

oh

H:

[ wouldn’t bother. You know how much they eat when they visit their
grandparents.

That’s true. If they 1 have been eating (eat) all afternoon, they
e T NES S8 ORA 0 o s RS (not want) anything when they get
home.

Are we going to pick them up soon?

: No, my parents are bringing them over. We agreed that if I

R SRS W s R R (take) them there, they

g P (bring) them back.

Oh good. Well, if we 5 ........... (not collect)
44153 4+ T G (8o back) upstairs and do a

bit more work. I've nearly finished that report now. If I

s s i S s e eeanranens (do) another half hour’s work, 1
R AT 500 S e b B T 2 (finish) it by the time the children
get home. A
Why do you always have to bring work home with you? If you
i S5 B S R e S SR (not agree) to take on that new job,
0 P AT R R TS (have) much more free time
now
Y08, AN I 1 B vessemmsmmsnoimssnssinstoms nmpms s .. (not take on) that job,
we ”...' ........................................................ . (not have) much money now.

: That’s true, but I don’t like you working so much.

Well never mind. We’ve got a week’s holiday soon. Just think! In two weeks’

CHITIE, W B2, iiiiiienireeeeeneennessnnessee o s e e s e esese e (lie) on a warm sunny
beach - that’s if 1™............covvvenvn. S (can get) the

time off work of course.

89



Conditionals

H: What do you mean, ‘if’?
S: Well, everything’s very busy at the moment. And if we

B e e ettt et e et e et e areereareenne (get) any more orders, I just

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

16 (not see) how I can leave the office.

2 Dear Angela

Thanks for your letter, it was nice to hear from you. And yes, I would like

to come and see you in Spain. If I V. i oeeeovceiiiiiiiiniiinnrneeee s .. (save
up) enough money when the summer holidays start, I ®......cccccoiiiiiiniiennn, |
(try) and come then - if that P ....ccooiiiiiiiis EER—— (be)
O. K Otherwise, I'll come over in the autumn because I'm sure I

B AR D S e SRS (save up) enough by October - if I
L eeerereeresairaeaans evresan et parasgeeransrannens (not lose) my job by then!
Unfortunately, lots of people in our company are being made redundant and
it could be me next. .If L T PPy (have) any sense, I
B e (leave) this job ages ago. Still it

" could be worse I suppose.
I was delighted to hear about your promotion - it’s great news. If you
« (keep on) getting promoted, you

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

5 (run) the whole school soon.

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

And it sounds like the weather s been really good over there. It’s been

terrible here. I don’t think it’s been dry once this month. If it *.......... s

(not notice). Oh well, we’re hoping it’ll get better soon. If it *
y (still rain) at the weekend, we

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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v 2 o T W SRRV SRR s SN SRS (decide) we’ll try and emigrate!
' Have you heard from Charlotte by the way? She said she was going to phone
you to tell you that she’s pregnant. If she *................ e,
(not phone you up vet), .oovivveivenerereennnne R— errarra ... (not tell)

her that I’ve already told you her news, will you?
All the best,
Jade

31 Words other than if

Conditionals can also be introduced by the following conjunctions:

unless  even if if only - as/so long as assuming(that)
on (the) condition (that) provided/providing (that)
In questions: suppose/supposing (that) what if imagine

31 In your notebook, rewrite the sentences replacing if with the most
appropriate conjunction.

1 Mr Davidson says he’ll come and give a talk at the conference if we pay him
a reasonable fee.
(supposing that / unless / on condition that)
Mr Davidson says he’ll come and give a talk at the conference on
condition that we pay him a reasonable fee.

2 T won’t help him if he doesn’t ask me properly.
(provided / unless / as long as)

3 IfI could get a job, life here would be perfect.
(what if / even if / if only) |

4 1If you had a lot of money, do you think you would give up work?
(Supposing that / Providing that / As long as)

5 If the train arrives on time, they’ll be here in a few minutes.
(What if / Assuming that / On condition that)

6 If he doesn’t agree to my request, what will I do then?
(Imagine / What if / Provided that)

"R

7 You can go out tonight if you get back by midnight.
(as long as / assuming that / supposing that)
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32

8 1If the helicopter hadn’t been there to save her, what would have happened
then?
(If only / Imagine / Unless)

9 If you’d offered to pay me a thousand pounds, I wouldn’t have done it.
(If only / Provided that / Even if)

10 If Rosie gets this new promotion, we’ll have enough money for a hohday
abroad this year.
(Even if / Provided that / Supposing that)

Implied conditionals

Conditions are not always expressed in the form of conditional clauses,
particularly in spoken English. They can be expressed in another way or they
may be evident from the context:

Please come out with us tonight. I'm sure you’ll enjoy it.

(implied condition: if you come out with us)

With a bit more help, I would have finished it on time.

(with a bit more help = if I had had more help)

I'm sure we’d really enjoy going on holiday with you but we just can’t afford it.
(implied condition: if we went)

I’'m glad you didn’t tell Matthew about it. He would have been furious.
(implied condition: if you had told him)

92

32 The condition is not stated in a conditional clause in the following
underlined sentences. It is implied or is stated in a different way. Write a
sentence containing the underlined words as a main clause and an
appropriate conditional clause

1 I think Alison should apply for the job. She would make a very good
managing director. |

She would make a very good managing director if she got the job.

2 The problem is that she doesn’t work Vefy hard. I know that she could
do really well. ”

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

3 We're lucky it’s sunny today. It would be horrible sitting out here

otherwise.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

i.I.IIIIII----.lll'l--"--.‘.."l‘!".IlllllII-I.-I-I'I.Illl‘.|-.I.IlIII‘I‘..II‘.I'.'.."II. lllllllllllllllllllllll
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He would not be able to live on his own without the help of his

neighbours.

Y
-|l-...--.'-|||-l-l........-ll.qnilll--t-.-'|.'-1-llipi-iltlll'l'!iiiil lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

I hear you’re thinking of going to Indonesia for the summer. You’ll love it

there.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

I hope those refugees aren’t deported, but I think they will be. They may

be imprisoned or even executed.

10

It’s a good job you brought' all those tabl'es- and chairs in from outside -

last night. The rain would have ruined them.

....................................................................................................

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

him.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

'.."Il..-.iii‘illlllllI--.-.-l.lIlIIl'..I.....'III.‘...'.IIIlllll.'.il‘ll-l- IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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